Risk Alert 108 -
Resumption of Iron ore
fines export from

Goa, India

The Club wishes to advise Members that there is to be an increase in the export of iron ore
fines from Goa, and that this will see a resumption in the export of iron ore fines from mines

that have experienced a period of prolonged inactivity.

Within the IMSBC Code Iron Ore Fines are listed as Group A, a cargo that presents a
recognised risk of liquefaction and, given the prolonged period of inactivity at some of these
mines, Members should be mindful that the stockpiles of iron ore fines will have been exposed
to environmental elements such as monsoon rains, which could adversely impact the cargo
characteristics and further elevate the risk of liquefaction.

In recognition of this increased risk the Club would like to remind members of some of the key

considerations when carrying such cargoes:

Prior to commencement of loading
o Ensure the vessel is certified for the carriage of Iron ore fines.
e Contact local agents to obtain the latest intelligence and information on the prevalent
environmental conditions and any adverse impact that this may have on the condition
of the cargo to be loaded.

e Ensure full compliance with the IMSBC code.
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Consider the appointment of an independent cargo surveyor to assist the Master and
visually inspect cargo stockpiles, undertaking independent sampling and testing of the
proposed cargo.

o Draw representative samples of cargo before commencement of loading
Cargo declarations to be rigorously scrutinized for accuracy.
Ascertain the Flow Moisture Point (FMP), Transportable Moisture Limit (TML), and
Moisture Content (MC) of the cargo to be loaded.
Scrutinise the authenticity and veracity of shippers cargo certificates, FMP, TML and
MC, these should be in strict compliance with the IMO IMSBC Code requirements and
issued by an approved laboratory. Per IMSBC code 4.5 - TML test certificate validity is
6 months from date of test and the MC certificate is valid for only 7 days.
Cargo may be sourced from different stockpiles/barges, it is therefore important to
visually inspect and perform can tests with samples from each stockpile/barge prior to
loading. If can test is not satisfactory, further laboratory testing should be undertaken.
Where there are any doubts as to the suitability of the cargo to be loaded notify the

Club and consider the appointment of appropriate cargo experts.

During Loading:

Operations overseen by a qualified mariner well experienced in the loading and
carriage of iron ore cargoes.

Monitor the condition of cargo arriving at the ship's side, ensuring only suitably dry
cargo is accepted. Can tests and laboratory analysis for moisture.

Obtain a moisture analysis report when approximately 75% of cargo is loaded to avoid
potential delays in sailing.

Obtain a final report on completion of loading to certify cargo is safe for sea carriage.
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Supportive Information:

For further information please contact the Loss Prevention Department, Steamship
Insurance Management Services Ltd

Tel: +44 20 7247 5490

E-mail loss.prevention@simsl.com

Resources:

Risk Alert 108 - Resumption of Iron ore fines export from Goa, India

Indian MS Notice 31 of 2009: Safe loading of solid bulk cargo with special reference to Iron
ore fines from Indian ports

Indian MS Notice 34 of 2009: Additional Safeguards for safe carriage of solid bulk cargo

especially Iron ore fines from Indian Ports.

Liquefaction - Bulk cargo liquefaction guidance — DNV GL

RA 04 - Indian Iron Ore — Excessive Moisture Content



mailto:loss.prevention@simsl.com
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.steamshipmutual.com%2Frisk-alert-108-resumption-iron-ore-fines-export-goa-india&data=05%7C02%7CHarry.Elphick%40simsl.com%7C98b3fd4c978244ab3fd808dcc1fae9f6%7Cc999f0587bb249d39068805009ea67ba%7C0%7C0%7C638598530628740981%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qht7i4mSKzKO6sWmEnsZT3lJWROA4Tdxwh51%2FW%2BgT2A%3D&reserved=0
https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/ShippingNotices/201307150250455976562M5.pdf
https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/Content/viewNotice.aspx?noticeid=928
https://www.dnv.com/maritime/publications/bulk-cargo-liquifaction/
https://www.steamshipmutual.com/sites/default/files/medialibrary/files/RA04IndianIronOre.pdf

