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Maritime Advisory — Israel and Lebanon (27 Sept 2024)

Summary

In recent weeks, tensions between Israel and Lebanon have significantly risen, with Israel
increasingly targeting southern Lebanon oo

as well as other areas across the country, U‘“*J,g : \ '
including the capital Beirut. To date, Lebﬂpon ; } ,4/
hundreds have been killed in these strikes, Belrutd 7

with thousands forced to flee. Additionally,
concerns of the possibility of a breakout of
a larger regional conflict have significantly
risen and remain elevated at the time of
writing. As of 26 September 2024, Israel
has rejected global calls for a ceasefire
with Hezbollah and has instead pressed
ahead with strikes inside Lebanon.

Maritime Ports in Lebanon

As of 26 September 2024, all ports in Jerusaie;no 3
Lebanon are open and are operating \' ~\ ,. :
normally, however due to the fragile GAZASTRIP’;._
security situation across the country, port Bee"She"a
operations and security conditions could
change should the security situation in
Lebanon destabilize further.

Maritime Ports in Israel

As of 26 September 2024, Israel’s ports, mcludmg Ashkelon, Ashdod, Halfa, Hadera and
Eilat, remain open and operations are continuing as normal. Local authorities however have
implemented strict entry procedures for vessels carrying some hazardous materials. The
threat at ports in Israel remains elevated as demonstrated by a drone attack late on 25
September 2024 when the port of Eilat was struck, leaving two people injured. The attack
was claimed by an umbrella group for Iranian-backed militias in Iraq. The Israeli military
confirmed that a second drone was intercepted.

The Israeli government’s Port Authority this week issued a letter to clarify that no changes
have been made at its ports, including Eilat, Haifa and Ashdod. It stated, “following recent
events, we find it necessary to reassure that our ports...are fully open for business and
functioning at full capacity,” adding, “Israeli ports are considered the safest in the world,
thanks to multi-layered security, a high standard of cyber security at all times and also
protected by the highly efficient [ron Dome, among other anti-rocket systems both on land
and at sea that are assigned specifically to protect our ports.” The port administration has
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noted that “the security situation is assessed continuously; any change will be
communicated immediately.”

Maritime Advisory

As of 27 September 2024, the situation in Israel and Lebanon remains volatile and there
is arisk of spillover into the surrounding sea areas. The security situation in both states
could significantly deteriorate in a rapid manner and with minimal warning. Overall,
there is a heightened threat of collateral damage to merchant vessels operating in or
near waters in Israel and Lebanon, with the risks associated with the ongoing conflict.
While vessels with links to the United States, United Kingdom or Israel are particularly
at a higherrisk of being targeted, with this threat extending to the Red Sea, Gulf of Aden,
Gulf of Oman, Strait of Hormuz and Arabian Gulf, all vessels transiting these areas are
advised to maintain a heightened sense of vigilance at all times.

Any vessels operating in this region are advised to assess all port calls on a case-by-case
basis. Prior to getting underway, vessels should carry out thorough security assessments to
understand the current threats and risks in the region; and plans should be in place to
respond to GPS disruptions that may impact navigation. Once in the region, vessels should
maintain regular checks with local sources on information, including the vessel’s agents
and/or local authorities, to ensure the most up-to-date security information and situation
updates; should follow the advice of the port authorities regarding security levels; and
should review relevant security and contingency plans and apply them accordingly. In the
event that a vessel cannot depart from the port, crew shelter-in-place locations should be
identified, crew evacuation plans and crew mental health/well-being consultations and
support measures should be in place.

Emergency Contact Information

Any suspicious activity or incidents should be reported to:
e NATO Shipping Centre (NSC)
o Email: info@shipping.nato.int
o Phone: +44 (0) 1923 956 574
e UKMTO
o Email: watchkeepers@ukmto.org
o Phone: +44 (0) 2392 222060
e US Coast Guard National Response Centre
o Email: hgs-smb-nrc@uscg.mil
o Phone: +1 800 424 8802
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