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HFO ban in the Arctic Waters – 1st July 2024 
 
Prohibition on the use and carriage for use as fuel of heavy fuel oil by ships in 
Arctic waters. 
 
Amendments to MARPOL Annex I prohibiting the use, and carriage for use as fuel, of 
heavy fuel oil were adopted as per IMO Resolution MEPC. 329(76) on 17 Jun 2021.  
 
The title of MARPOL Annex I, chapter 9 was amended to "Chapter 9 – Special 
requirements for the use or carriage of oils in polar waters" and new Regulation 43A 
“Special requirements for the use and carriage of oils as fuel in Arctic waters” was 
added. This new Regulation 43A, is in addition to the existing Regulation 43 of 
Chapter 9 “Special requirements for the use or carriage of oils in the Antarctic area”. 
 
Effective 1st July 2024, Regulation 43A details prohibitions on the use and carriage of 
oils as fuel in Arctic waters. The Arctic waters being the area as defined in 
Regulation 46.2 of MARPOL Annex I. 
 
Full details of the amendments, including any exceptions, can be found in Resolution 
MEPC.329(76). 
 
 
Guidance: 
 
Resolution MEPC.329(76) 
The Arctic Marine Shipping Assessment Report 
Svalbard Environmental Protection Act 
 
For further information please contact the Loss Prevention Department Steamship 
Insurance Management Services Ltd.  
Tel: +44 20 7247 5490  
Email: loss.prevention@simsl.com 
 

https://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Environment/Pages/OilPollution-Default.aspx
https://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/KnowledgeCentre/IndexofIMOResolutions/MEPCDocuments/MEPC.329%2876%29.pdf
https://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/KnowledgeCentre/IndexofIMOResolutions/MEPCDocuments/MEPC.329%2876%29.pdf
https://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/KnowledgeCentre/IndexofIMOResolutions/MEPCDocuments/MEPC.329%2876%29.pdf
https://www.steamshipmutual.com/sites/default/files/medialibrary/files/MEPC.329%2876%29%20-%20ban%20on%20HFO%20in%20Arctic.pdf
https://www.steamshipmutual.com/sites/default/files/medialibrary/files/MEPC.329%2876%29%20-%20ban%20on%20HFO%20in%20Arctic.pdf
https://www.steamshipmutual.com/sites/default/files/medialibrary/files/AMSA_2009_Report_2nd_print.pdf
https://www.steamshipmutual.com/sites/default/files/medialibrary/files/AMSA_2009_Report_2nd_print.pdf
https://www.steamshipmutual.com/sites/default/files/medialibrary/files/AMSA_2009_Report_2nd_print.pdf

