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J O I N T  S T A T E M E N T  
 
 

by EU High Representative Catherine Ashton and  

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif 

 

The High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, 
Catherine Ashton, and the Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Mohammad 
Javad Zarif, made today the following statement: 
 
“We, together with the Political Directors of the E3+3 (China, France, Germany, Russia, the 
United Kingdom and the United States), have worked intensively towards a Joint  
Comprehensive Plan of Action, building on the political momentum created by the adoption 
and smooth implementation by both sides of the Joint Plan of Action agreed on 24 November 
2013. We are grateful to the Austrian government and the United Nations for their 
tremendous support in hosting these negotiations in Vienna. 
  
We have held numerous meetings in different formats, and in a constructive atmosphere, to 
reach a mutually agreed long-term comprehensive solution that would ensure Iran's nuclear 
programme will be exclusively peaceful.  
 
During the past few weeks, we have further intensified our efforts, including through the 
active involvement of E3+3 Foreign Ministers or their Vice Ministers, who came to Vienna on 
13 July 2014 to take stock of progress in the talks. While we have made tangible progress on 
some of the issues and have worked together on a text for a Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action, there are still significant gaps on some core issues which will require more time and 
effort.  
 
We, together with the Foreign Ministers of the E3+3, have therefore decided to extend the 
implementation of measures of the Joint Plan of Action until 24 November 2014, in line with 
the timeframe that we envisaged in the Joint Plan of Action. Iran and the E3/EU+3 reaffirm 
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that they will continue to implement all their commitments described in the Joint Plan of 
Action in an efficient and timely manner.  
 
We will reconvene in the coming weeks in different formats with the clear determination to 
reach agreement on a Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action at the earliest possible moment." 
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