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The f i rst  case of  coronavirus in Venezuela occurred a year
ago. Dur ing the f i rst  months of  that  year,  the government
establ ished str ict  measures such as r ig id quarant ine,  ai rport
c losure and land transi t  prohibi t ion,  except in a few cases. 

In the last  months,  the r ig id measures were establ ished twice
a month,  the so-cal led 7+7, that  is,  a f lexible week al lowing
people to carry out most of  the normal act iv i t ies and the
fol lowing week a r ig id one, fu l ly  conf in ing people at  home
and so on. Recent ly internat ional  f l ights between Venezuela
and some connect ing airports have been al lowed.

As port  act iv i t ies are one of  the excepted cases, in pr inciple,
shipping act iv i t ies have been carr ied out normal ly,  a l though
under some unavoidable impact in the r ig id t ime der ived from
the fact  that  no general  act iv i t ies have been permit ted dur ing
that t ime. Likewise, as seafarers have been declared key
workers and some internat ional  f l ights are avai lable,  no
problem should ar ise nowadays to repatr iate them or to jo in
a vessel  at  Venezuelan port .

The level  of  Covid 19 in Venezuela could be regarded as
moderate or of  low rate so far .  Dur ing that year,  the average
coronavirus cases could be in the region of  420 cases per
day, and the average diseases could be about 5 cases dai ly.
Nowadays, the total  of  cases has reached around 152,500
coronavirus cases and 1,500 disease cases.  
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. . .
 
As there has been some increase in the dai ly f igures
(reaching in some days about double of  the average
amounts) and more af fected people have needed
hospi ta l izat ion,  th is week and next week have been declared
r ig id and ful ly quarant ine.  Other str ict  restr ict ions measures
as in land transi t  have taken place, al though internat ional
f l ights are st i l l  avai lable.  

I t  was reported that the f i rst  vaccines against  Covid 19,
which arr ived this month,  amounted to 100,000 Russian
vaccines and 500,000 Chinese vaccines. This covers about
300,000 people (The populat ion of  Venezuela is about 29
mil l ion).  The inter im government headed by Mr.  Guaido has
informed that they wi l l  be providing about 12 mi l l ion vaccines
for around 6 mi l l ion people in the next fo l lowing weeks. The
government has given pr ior i ty to speci f ic  people l ike those in
the heal th and publ ic sector.  Seafarers are not st i l l  on the
pr ior i ty l is t .
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