Explosion - Fuel Oil Tank Vent - Grinder Sparks

Transport Malta have recently released Safety
Investigation Report no. 05/2022 which_highlights
the dangers of working with heat or spark
generating tools (considered as “hot work” per

IMO MSC/Circ.1084) in close proximity of locations
where flammable vapour or volatile material may be
present (in this case near a heavy fuel oil tank vent).
The investigation report draws attention to the lack
of proper supervision of a riding gang working on
the vessel and their potential lack of knowledge and
safety awareness leading to a worker taking a
shortcut in an endeavour to quickly finish a job.

The shortcut changed the nature of the task from
one of cold-work to hot-work without the necessary
authorisation and permit process having been
completed. Although a member of the crew
intervened once the use of an angle grinder was
apparent, this was too late to prevent the casualty.
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RA 87- One of a series of Steamship Mutual Loss Prevention Bulletins. Further information is available via the Loss Prevention Department:
+44 20 7247 5490
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https://www.steamshipmutual.com/Downloads/Loss-Prevention/MV%20Seascout_Final%20Safety%20Investigation%20Report.pdf
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.steamshipmutual.com%2FDownloads%2FLoss-Prevention%2Fmc03-13a.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CJenny.Blackburn%40simsl.com%7Ce88a5ab6e59149b9db4708da17b6919f%7Cc999f0587bb249d39068805009ea67ba%7C0%7C0%7C637848370126875955%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=77DMXeIwWwXuljvQXFd2PHExvfsH9dFmYXjhlwTkbB8%3D&reserved=0

