
BIMCO Standard Clauses

U.S. Customs 24 Hours Rule Clause for Voyage Charter Parties

(a) If loading cargo destined for the U.S. or passing through U.S. ports in transit, the 
Charterers shall: 

(i) Provide all necessary information, upon request by the Owners, to the Owners 
and/or their agents to enable them to submit a timely and accurate cargo 
declaration directly to the U.S. Customs; or

(ii) If permitted by U.S. Customs Regulations (19 CFR 4.7) or any subsequent 
amendments thereto, submit a cargo declaration directly to the U.S. Customs 
and provide the Owners with a copy thereof. 

In all circumstances, the cargo declaration must be submitted to the U.S. Customs 
latest 24 hours in advance of loading.

(b) The Charterers assume liability for and shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless the 
Owners against any loss and/or damage whatsoever (including consequential loss 
and/or damage) and any expenses, fines, penalties and all other claims of whatsoever 
nature, including but not limited to legal costs, arising from the Charterers’ failure to 
comply with the provisions of sub-clause (a).

(c) If the Vessel is detained, attached, seized or arrested as a result of the Charterers’ 
failure to comply with the provisions of sub-clause (a), the Charterers shall provide a 
bond or other security to ensure the prompt release of the Vessel. All time used or lost 
until the Vessel is free to leave any port of call shall count as laytime or, if the Vessel is 
already on demurrage, time on demurrage.

U.S. Customs 24 Hours Rule for Time Charter Parties

(a) If loading cargo destined for the U.S. or passing through U.S. ports in transit, the 
Charterers shall:

(i) Provide all necessary information, upon request by the Owners, to the Owners 
and/or their agents to enable them to submit a timely and accurate cargo 
declaration directly to the U.S. Customs; or 

(ii) If permitted by U.S. Customs Regulations (19 CFR 4.7) or any subsequent 
amendments thereto, submit a cargo declaration directly to the U.S. Customs 
and provide the Owners with a copy thereof. 

In all circumstances, the cargo declaration must be submitted to the U.S. Customs latest 24 
hours in advance of loading.

(b) The Charterers assume liability for and shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless the 
Owners against any loss and/or damage whatsoever (including consequential loss 
and/or damage) and any expenses, fines, penalties and all other claims of whatsoever 
nature, including but not limited to legal costs, arising from the Charterers’ failure to 
comply with the provisions of sub-clause (a). 

(c) If the Vessel is detained, attached, seized or arrested as a result of the Charterers’ 
failure to comply with the provisions of sub-clause (a), the Charterers shall provide a 
bond or other security to ensure the prompt release of the Vessel. Notwithstanding any 
other provision in this Charter Party to the contrary, the Vessel shall remain on hire.
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